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2 INTRODUCTION

The Central Park is developed not only as a recreational park but also a catalyst for community development. 

The park and its surrounding area provide a much-needed open area in the rapidly urbanizing city while 

at the same time facilitating entrepreneurial, physical, cultural as well as social activities. The proposed 

Central Park mosque and religious center development which comprises of a mosque and Islamic Library will 

support the cultural function of the park. Additionally, the architectural language of the proposed building 

premises would draw inspiration from Maldivian traditional architecture to create a landmark building that is 

inherently Maldivian. 

HDC is seeking talented and capable local architects to undertake this ambitious project, in a!liation with 

Ministry of Economic Development, under the corporate social responsibility program via a design compe-

tition. Design competitions are a way of giving back to the built-environment community by fostering a com-

petitive environment. The excitement of participating in competitions are believed to boost o!ce morale and 

develop teams through collaborative e"ort. Design competitions are also a powerful tool to bring forth the 

young and new talent in the industry. The anonymous process results in a fair and unbiased evaluation where 

the winner is selected purely based on their merit, presenting local architects the opportunity to participate 

and contribute to the development of the city. This enriches the cultural and social value of the project as well.
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3 LOCATION

3.1 SITE INFORMATION

The proposed Mosque is located in Central Park, Hulhumale Phase I. 

The proposed development is located in the Central Park, Phase I, Hulhumale. Central park is one of the main 

attractions in Hulhumale. The park provides an open and green space where the community and visitors can 

connect with the nature and engage in social and physical activities. 

Figure 1 - Location Plan

Figure 2- Central Park Plan
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Plot details:
Plot Area: 4,957.86 SQM (53,365.91 SQFT)

Footprint: 3,966.29 SQM (42,692.73 SQFT)

The eight-hectare land is divided into four sectors, each with its own identity. 
1.Leisure Park
An open leisure area consisting of resting platforms, shading gazebos, pathway gardens, and a pond. 

2.Interactive Park
Consists of outdoor stages, central plazas, mound slides, Jaali Area and a rock garden. 

3.Recreational Park
A place for recreational activities with a skate park, outdoor gym, central plaza and a toilet block.

4.Fountain and Mosque Park
An interactive water fountain which includes a drinking water fountain and fountain garden and a Mosque 
with Islamic Library which will contribute to the cultural value of the park. 

Despite the individual components, each quadrant is tied to the other by the axial pedestrian roads, perim-
eter bike lane, and a viewing platform on each corner of the quadrant. Development plan of Central Park is 
attached in the annex. 

It should be noted that since the park is being developed in incremental stages, some elements mentioned 
above have not been implemented yet. The development should complement the park in its entirety as 
well as the activities within the quadrant it is placed on. A strong emphasis is placed on the plausible spatial 
relationship between the fountain feature which is currently under construction and the proposed Mosque 
development. Prominent view corridors and physical intersections across the site should also be considered. 

The utilization of the existing site features in a commentary manner to the building program must be ex-
plored. The solutions presented should address the mitigation of potential negative impacts of the adjacent 
properties including but not limited to, overshadowing, overlooking and wind tunnel e"ect as well as the 
potential negative impacts of the building on the site. 
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Although the site is a flat land, the manipulation of the land to create contours across the site is admissible if it 
is properly justified. The Site Plan and Plot Map is provided in the annex. 

Figure 3 - Site Plan

4 DESIGN BRIEF

The proposed development consists of two main building components:

1. Mosque building and supporting facilities

2. Islamic Library and supporting facilities

The Mosque building includes the prayer halls and ablution areas. The main prayer hall (enclosed chamber) 

must have a minimum capacity of 500 people. The total capacity of the mosque inclusive of the enclosed 

chamber, female prayer hall, verandah and mosque courtyard should be at least 2500 people. 

The proposed Islamic Library is a religious education and research center which includes library spaces such 

as a mixing chamber, lending areas, permanent area, and reading rooms and additionally, spaces that can 

facilitate the meeting of people to exchange ideas. The spaces should therefore inspire and foster creativity. 

Supporting facilities such as administrative o!ces, storage spaces and washrooms must also be accommo-

dated within the building premise. 

4.1 BUILDING PROGRAM
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The proposed development is to add to the cultural value of the Central Park. Therefore, the architectural 
theme should reflect on the traditional architecture of the Maldives. The intention is to produce a strong 
and bold design that is intrinsically Maldivian but not necessarily a reproduction of the traditional Maldivian 
mosque architecture. 

Although the building form is a significant outcome of the design, the primary aim should be the provision of 
a tranquil and serene environment which facilitates a spiritual experience for the users.  Traditional mosques 
achieve this spatial quality in several ways.

The scale of the mosque should be appropriate to the immediate context. It is encouraged to consider breaking 
up the scale of the overall building mass by opting for a building complex rather than a monolithic building. 
In such an approach, the spatial relationships between the buildings must be thought out. The design should 
attempt to reduce the footprint of the building as much as possible and integrate green spaces such as 
courtyards and garden spaces as a design tool to visually scale down the built-up area.  

Due to the location of the site, there is potential for the development to be visually prominent, and the design 
should take advantage of this. The development will be visible from two main roads as well as the Central Park. 

The creation of a visual statement from multiple vantage points is mandatory. The potential of the building 
becoming a focal point and significant landmark for Hulhumale Phase I should be explored.

The landscape of the project will extend beyond the plot area into the park making it a critical element of the 
design.  The short and longer distance views of the site should be considered to maximize the quality of the 
setting in which the building will be placed. 
The integration of garden spaces, courtyards and waterbodies in the design is highly encouraged. These 
spaces may be used as transitional bu"er zones between the park and the Mosque premises. 

The site is adjacent to two main arterial roads; Hithigas Magu and Bageechaa Hingun. The design should 
consider and address the overall pattern of travel and accessibility. These should include but not be limited to 
parking, site entrance, building entrance, etc. The parking spaces should respect the design scheme and not 
dominate the site.
Since the building is located in a park, it should also consider the pedestrian movement in, around and through 
the building. It is mandatory to provide walkways through the site. In the design of these pathways, it is 
encouraged to consider the surrounding context as such pathways could link the di"erent features of the site. 

The mosque interior should create a tranquil ambience to foster spirituality. Daylight integration is mandatory in 
all the main interior spaces. The use of light, especially natural light, in an appreciative manner is recommended.
The incorporation of semi-open and open spaces such as verandahs, arcades and courtyards in the design 
program and the opening of interior spaces into such spaces is highly recommended.

4.2 ARCHITECTURAL THEME AND LANGUAGE  

4.3 SCALE

4.4 PROMINENCE

4.5 LANDSCAPE

4.6 CIRCULATION

4.7 INTERIOR 



CENTRAL PARK MOSQUE & RELIGIOUS CENTER DESIGN COMPETITION PAGE 7
Housing Development Corporation Ltd.

The intention of the project is to create a religious landmark in Hulhumale Phase I. The building is to be designed 
in accordance with the principles of traditional mosque architecture. 

With a site location in the heart of the biggest park in Maldives, the mosque premises will be visible from an 
expanse vicinity including key routes into Hulhumale, there is potential for a great design which can become a 
positive element in the Hulhumale built fabric for years to come. 

4.8 OBJECTIVES
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5 COMPETITION CONDITIONS

The competition is managed and administered by HDC – the competition client. Any and all queries relating to 

the competition should be directly addressed to HDC.

Stage 1: Registration & Information session

Stage 2: Concept submission & evaluation

5.1 COMPETITION CLIENT

5.2 COMPETITION FORMAT

Figure 4 - Competition Format
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The competition is open locally to Maldivian registered architects who are registered at the Ministry of National 
Planning, Housing & Infrastructure.

No member or employee of the promoting body, the evaluation panel, or any partner will be eligible to compete 
or assist a competitor. An eligibility check will be done at the registration stage (refer to the Evaluation Criteria 
for more details). 

One party/ single person cannot submit 2 concepts or get involved in the development of 2 concepts for the 
competition.

You may only submit an entry to the competition if you are an o!cially registered architect in the Maldives. Only 
one entry can be made under one architect.
Registration form given in the link of the announcement, should be filled and submitted with the documents 

Questions relating to the competition Brief and conditions must be submitted to Design and Development, 
Planning Department at designdevelopment@hdc.com.mv before close of working hours on Wednesday, on 
02/06/21. A response to all questions raised will be given on the information session after registrations.

Submissions shall be excluded from the competition:
- If received after the latest time stated under Submission Method
- If, in the opinion of the Evaluation Panel, it does not fulfil the requirements of the Competition Brief
- If any of the mandatory requirements of the Competition Brief are disregarded.
- If there is more than one entry under a single architect.

The declaration form acknowledges authorship of the design ideas, and by signing it, entrants agree to abide 
by the competition conditions and the decision of the Evaluation Panel as final. The completed declaration 
form should be submitted along with the design submission.
Please note the team members stated on the declaration form will be used as the credits in all promotional 
activity so please ensure this is reflected accurately.

5.3 ELIGIBILITY

5.4 HOW TO REGISTER AND ENTER

5.6 QUESTIONS

5.7 DISQUALIFICATION

5.5 DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP & ACCEPTANCE OF 
 COMPETITION REGULATIONS
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The competition results will be published after all competitors have been notified. Please note that any 
requests for feedback should be submitted to HDC within one calendar month of a shortlist, or a result being 
announced.

Entrants must not release their designs for publication to any third parties until permission has been granted 
from HDC. Entrants should note that by entering the competition they are expected to honor the request for 
confidentiality to prevent information of the shortlist or the winning team being leaked to the Press before any 
o!cial announcement is made.

HDC reserves the right to publicize the competition, any design submission and the result in any promotional 
activity, including all social media channels, they consider fit. Illustrations of any design – either separately 
or together with other design, with or without any explanatory text – may be used without cost. The authors 
will be credited and recognized in all associated media and publicity. This information will be taken from the 
declaration form so please ensure details are accurate.

It is intended that three finalists will be selected, and a winner will be chosen from these three finalists. 
The winner will be awarded MVR. 300,000.00. The runner-ups will be certified and published on our web page.

It is the intention, funding permitting to commission the author of the winning scheme to develop and 
implement their winning design. As such, they will be required to develop the concept, complete the detailed 
design, tender documents and undertake the construction of the project. 

In the event that no scheme meets the requirements set out in the Competition Brief, HDC reserves the right 
not to proceed beyond the competition stage.

Progression of the winning scheme will be dependent upon successful planning and funding applications.

5.8 NOTIFICATION OF RESULT/PUBLICITY

5.9 HONORARIA 

5.10 POST COMPETITION COMMITMENT
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The evaluation panel (which may be subjected to change) is expected to comprise:

The anticipated program, which may be subject to variation, is as follows:

The competition is being managed and administered by HDC.

All enquiries relating to the competition should be directed to:
Design and Development Team, Planning Department, HDC
designdevelopment@hdc.com.mv

Members of the evaluation panel, client representatives or HDC should not be contacted for information as this 
may lead to disqualification from the competition. 

In the event of an Evaluation Panel member being unable to continue to act through illness or any other cause, 
HDC reserves the right to appoint an alternative Panel member.

5.11 EVALUATION PANEL

5.12 COMPETITION TIMETABLE

5.13 ENQUIRIES

*Someone from HDC Design Team will attend the assessments to document the competition process and 
provide procedural support.
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N

S

O R I E N T A T I O N

Optimal orientation with long façade along N-S axis which

contradicts with the qiblah. Spatial program and building

elements can be used to provide shade.

S U M M A R Y

A C C E S S

Access can be provided from two main roads as well from the

three zones of the Central Park.

M A S S I N G &  T Y P O L O G Y

Highly porous building mass with multiple entrances and multi-

purpose courtyard spaces to facilitate additional congregation

spaces while allowing cross-ventilation and heat shading.

C O N T E X T U A L  R E S P O N S E

Direct response to the water fountain and buffer zones and

transitional spaces between the roadside and mosque to

create a spatial progression that enhances the spirituality.
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1. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Registration Documents
- Accredited copy of Company/Firm Registration or Architect’s Registration 
- Company Profile / Portfolio.
- Team Composition
- Registration Form

Concept Submission (presented to the Evaluation Panel)
The two elements to the concept submission, each of which should bear the Unique Registration Number 
issued at the registration only. Entrants should submit the following material digitally: 
- Concept submission
- A completed declaration of authorship & acceptance of competition conditions.

The details of the submission requirements are given below:
The layout of the sheet/s are left up to the competitor’s discretion. The main characteristics of the design 
must be clearly demonstrated. The contents of the sheets may include the following:
- Site Plan
- Contextual Response (physical site, environment and climatic conditions, social and cultural con-
text)
- Conceptual Approach
- Concept Brief/ written design brief (maximum 1000 words)
- Site plan showing the surrounding context
- Circulation Layout
- Floor plans
- Conceptual sections and elevations
- Relevant blow-up details
- Proposed material schedule and mood-board
- Proposed service systems
- Proposed structural systems
- Interior and exterior perspective images (3D rendered visuals)

The proposals should be presented in a clear and succinct manner to enable Evaluation Panel members to 
readily understand the essence and design drivers behind the scheme.
Please note that the submissions may be viewed on a tablet, laptop or large screen and may also be printed 
out at A3 for the purposes of assessment, so this should be taken into consideration when putting together 
the submission. 
The URN should be prominently displayed on the front face of each design sheet in the top right-hand corner, 
together with the order in which the sheets should be viewed (1 of 2, etc.). Physical architectural models will 
not be accepted as part of the submission. However, images of models used to develop the design proposal 
may be included on the design sheet(s).

4.1 BUILDING PROGRAM



A written design statement (maximum 1000 words) in support of the submission.

A completed declaration form which should bear the URN in the dedicated section on the form. Please note 
the team members stated on the declaration form will be used as the credits in all promotional activity so 
please ensure this is reflected accurately.

In addition to the pdf of the design sheets, one visual image of the design concept should be provided for 
publicity purposes. The image should be representative of the ideas proposed and be readily identifiable as 
such. The image should be submitted in JPEG format, in a low resolution (72ppi) with an image width of at 
least 1000px. 

All the submissions should be submitted to HDC main o!ce before 08/08/2021, 15:30. Late entries will not be 
accepted.

1.2 Submission Method



2. EVALUATION CRITERIA
The evaluation will be conducted by the Evaluation Panel under full discretion. During the course of evalua-
tion, the entrants will remain anonymous with only their Unique Registration Number (URN) used for identi-
fication purposes. The panelists will refer to the submissions uploaded on the web portal.


